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I. SU ATE EW M6 


O the Honourable Sir STEPHEN 
THEODORE JANSSEN, Baronet, 
Chamberlain of the City of London---- 


Whoſe Character, in private Life, juſtly - 


entitles him no leſs to the value and eſteem 
of every true Chriſtian, than that in public, 
of every true Patriot and Citizen, both be- 
ing equally influenced and conducted by the 
genuine Spirit of Chriftianity ; is inſcribed, 
with all due Reſpect, the following Diſ- 
courſe of St. CHRYSOSTOM's, on that moſt 


bleſſed and facred Day of the human Re- 
demption ; by his 


Moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


December 15, 
1774 


The TRANSLATOR, 
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st. C HR YS OS T OM. 


THE cör ian name: of this learned; 
1 caloquent, and venerable Fa THNR of 
the church, was Jun: hut he was murh 
better known by the ſurame of CHNYSO- 
STOM, it being his general one. It is com- 
pounded: of two Greet words, which mean 
in aur language, GOE DEIN MOUTH, and 
was given him on account of the wonderful 
flueney and ſweetneſs: of his eloqwenre. He 
was born A. D. 354, at the city of Amur 
famous for it's univerſity, (here St. Luke 
himfelf was educated) the metropolis of 
Syria, and of the-eaftern' part of the Romas 
empire; it is often mentioned by 8t. Luke 
in his book of the Acts of the Apoſtles, and 
is remarkable for being the place where our 

. 1 22 Tord 


1 & 1 
Lord's diſciples were irt calld cuRIS- 
TI ANS. F 

His parents were conſiderable for their 

birth and quality his father's name was 
SECUNDUS, a great officer and chief com- 
mander of the army of Syria, but died 
.foon after CxRysvsToM was born. His 
mother's name was SECUNDA, the daughter 
of an hofiourable family in that city: a moſt 
prudent, grave, chaſte, and pious woman; 
left a widow at Zwenty, and ſo continued 
till her death, to the great honour of her 
ſex and religion !-- Appearing to be a youth of 
very promiſing abilities; his tepder mother 
took no ſmall care of his education ; ac- 
cordingly he was committed to the care of 
maſters in all arts and faculties ;' nature, it 
feems, had more particularly form'd him 
for an orator, and was therefore put to the 
care of LIBANIUs, the celebrated prefer 
of elaguente at Antioch, g. 
In Yi ſchool he continued a cloſe ſtudent 
for ſome time; till being fully prepared, 
he entered upon the practical part of oratory; 
and, for ſome little time, pleaded at the 
barr : but ſoon growing weary of this courſe 
of life, as not agreeing with the ſtrictneſs 
and ſeverity of his temper, he retir d from 
the world, young as he was, and gave him- 
ſelf up entirely to the hy ſcriptures and the 
ſtudy of | divinity, not à little encouraged | 
herein by the example of Ey acriusgbis 
5 ; 1 townſman | 


\ than. ov 


WW, 09. 16 


„ 
bovnſnen Ind ſebov-fellow, who had for 
ſome time before followed the monaſtic v 


of life but among all CHRYSOS TOD 5 
friends and acquaintance, no one was ſo dear 


and familiar to him as\Bas1L ; (but nor he 
who was ſurnam'd St. BAsIL be Great, 


biſhop of- Cæſarea between him and this 


BASIL (whoever he was) there was the 
ſtricteſt and moſt diſintereſted friendſhip that 
could be, ariſing from an uncommon fimili- 
tude of manners, tempers, ſtudies, and educa- 
tion in the ſame paths of learning: they, 
accordingly, Both reſolv'd to retire afoot the 
world, and ſpend their lives in ſome 'deſerz. 
But CHRY$osTOM's' mother, hearing of this 


reſolution, was moſt ſtrangely alarmed at it; 


and taking him, one day, by the hand, led 
him with an air of ſorrow which ſpoke a 
conſciouſneſs of ſuperiour virtue and dignity 
of ſoul) into her own apartment, where pla- 
cing him by her on the very bed'on w ich 
the had brought. him forth, (that what ſhe 
had to ſay might make the greater impreſ- 
ſion upon him) the burſt into a flood of tears, 
and, upon recovering herſelf, ſpoke to him 
as follows; My dear child ! ſaid ſhe, it 
“ was but a little time (ſo Gor was pleas d 
to order it 1) that I had the happineſs to 
enjoy the virtuous. and excellent Conver- 
t ſation of your. father, wheſe death foon' 
followed thoſe pains which 1 endur d at 
< you birth: and the ſame unſeaſonablè 
vy TO 
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1 
85 5 ſtrokt made an anfidan, and: a we 
ce dow, and RE ht upon me thoſe troubles 
% and wiſeries ß a eie d ſtate, which 
+ * none. tightly. underſtand, but thoſe "wha 
feel them | for no language can ſufficient, 
ly repreſent what earet and atixieties ne» 
t ceflarily attend a young woman, as I was; 
* newly taken nes her father's roof, 
<* and; thrown into the midſt of griefs and 
i ſarrows,. tos big to be horne either by het 
«© ſtrength, ſex. or years] fore d lie: m 
« he to contend with, 4 correct the lawn 
. neſs,; and watch the miſcarriages of er- 
„ nan, - to countermine and prevent tho 
e haſe.counſels, and unnatural, treacherous 
4˙ defigns of relations, and divers otden 
7 hardſhips !---ber huſband dies and leaves 
* achild---if a daugbter, it creates to this 
4e, mother no ſmalb care, tho' her education 
* af hame is eſs expenſive ant. dangbrouge 
but if a fa, it fills her with a thaufnd 
” cares and fears every day, beſides the e. 


« tragrdinary expenſe of a liberal eduration | 


&« and: yet, . #ane of - theſe confiderationk 
* have ever ance prevail d with me to alter 
„ my * qe by bringing a ſeraud huf- 
72 o ur father's houſe 1/L have | 
1 endeayaur'd to weather alt 
r life for! 0 
« ſake; and (thank heavem l for the badge of 
* the. divine grace) have willingly» under. 
25 e hardſhips of this * | 


66 it 


i being ny _ ſupport to me amd 


All theſe ſuffetinge, that Tesa, in you, 


« hetiold the lively image of my eyer- bo- 
« noured lord, your deceas d father ! nor 
my can you lay it to*tny charge rge, that! I have 
1 in the leaſt waſted: r 4121 inheri- 
“ tance; in ty -neceflitifs and 
cares of willawbio#- (tos ofteti the Yard 
caſe and fats of orphans en, . have 
66 e bo it antouch'd and entire, and yet 
4 ſpar d no eoſt to pd Pn 1 FEE an 
e education, as might 'rit( * Jo 
«« eſteem und cepuration in the Gong ; 
charges of which I have ee 
10 72 ray d, out of 'my ν eſtate, which 
brought wich as 4 port ſen to your Ya- 
j ther Think hot; my dear! that T.fay 


« this _to- repraach yon far from it! as 


u. the only kind return Which I aſk of you n 


« for all: that I have "done, is, that" you 


ud r involve me in a ecind widow- 
hood, nor revive my grief! deo but 
„till I am ee alk no let LOW 
« for xs, who ate Already in it 
« likely.will not de long, as * pile" te 
2 mains but a  eontinuat ex 

« death I Wuen therefore 
« and Re a 5 
your farhers, then go Whére- eher yo 
„ will, as there Will be no one to Hinder 
« . but while 1 Jive, be content that 


y ' one 8 ſhould hold us both und do 


10 gt 


_ J 


46 not ſo far provoke 80 againſt you 25 
to allet augen fn 


a 7 — all 15 Bk as, 
* time may enjoy on malt me LR 
- turbed . of life, tho 8 
« thing elſe, yet let bis prevail withiyou 1 
to 3 with mel for tho —— 
that there care. thouſanys, who loveiyout | 
* company; yet there can be na an N] 
can ſo, much miniſter. to- yout caſe. and 
« freedom, or to. whom your credit and 
* oF pineſs can, be ſo dear, às it ĩs to mel 
e Tranſlator hopes that: he; need not 
rs the . leaſt. apology- to his readers for 
giving them this moſt tender, pathetic, and 
8 ſpeech, which happily had. its 
red effect; as it may be thqught .by 
Hime, perhaps, a digreſſion from tha Mir 
E of his lubjeS&: but he ſhould: have | 
waar utterly. 2 had be 
omitted preſenting to their view! one gp 
principal graces 2 the picture of St, Cn 
sos ros life, and, on which depended his 
being afterwards ſo. right an ornament{® | 
he e church. : oc As 1 , 
ou 


6 ix 1 


About we) ear 380 he i was ordain'd en 
of Mo rr Ba. e Lie 72 of® Antioch, in Whoſe 

y be had been for three years LIV years 

ks erde at the altar as a Aacon, when Ha- 
ving given. ſufficient ptoofs of his gteat abi- 
ities, bc LM life and converſation, 
le was ordained peer, or prieft -* and the 

| Ar. ſetmbi be 6 7225 U ke him that occa- 
Hon, the 5% % himſelf being 'prefent, in 
Which, he gave no ſmall ſpecimen of his pow. 
ers in ofatyry inſomuch that the pn 
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were ſo chatm'd with his ſermons both as to 
the excellency of matter, and manner in 
which he deter d them, that the biſhop ge- 
nerally committed rat province to him, 
which he manag' d with equal modeſty and 
diligence, and to the no leſs ſatisfaction and 
happineſs of his crowded' congregations. _ 
About the end of the year 397, Nx c- 
>. "TAR1Us biſhop of Conſtantinople dy d j--- 
- great conteſts and expectations there were, 
who ſhould ſucceed him in the imperial ſee ; 
man candidates and competitors appeated : 
and after all the cabals and ſchemes laid for it 
by very unworthy and improper perions, 
"thro" bribery and ill arts of inſinuation (even 
in 7hoſe early times) to oblige the great men 
at court; to obtain the favour of the Empe- 
tor, Cukxvsosrom was conſecrated and 
inth ton don February 26, A. D. 398.---No 
ſooner was he enter ' d upon his great and ſo- 
lemn charge, but he 15 d himſelf . 
n Il. 
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1 
Ex 4. 

diligently to reduce, the corrupt {tate of the 
church at that time, to the ſtriftneſs of it's 
ancient n by inſpecting the man- 
ners both of the clergy and /atty,.and making 
divers neceſſary and wholeſome regulations, 
This, (as muſt, naturally be expected) 
alarm d and enrag'd them fo, as tg, unite 8- 
gainſt him, and. openly to traduce and miſ- 
repreſent. him to the people: and even where 
there was but the Je ſuſpicion, and rh. 
ill⸗grbunded too, to improve it into a for- 
wal charge and calumny. , But he deſpig'd 
All their malice and artifice, nor was it in 
their power to leſſen. his very high eſteem, 
and veneration which the people had for 
him, being infinitely delighted with the 
honeſty of his, defigns, and the. excellency 
of his preaching; and as they had. ſufficient 
reaſops to be convinced, that his life was 
unblanjeable, zeal impartial, doctrine ſound, 
and ſermons eloquent: ſo they flock d after 
him in great numbers ! for even the Pa- 
as! or Heat bens, themſelves, attended 
him, and thereby became converts to chri- 
ftianity. He was biſhop of Conſtantinople 
only about nine years and an half, and dy d 
Sept. 14, A. D. 407 and in the 54th of 


. 


his age. 


I To proceed now to ſome account of his 
perſon, temper, abilities, and writings. 
Hle was of ſtature low, - forehead large 
_ but full of wrinkles,---his eyes ſunk deep 

in- 


| x1 1. 


in wards, out quick and lively ,--his checks 

nk” And ho Ibw,.-A-beard Tri and' 2515 rk 
It was 'the 285 of one who was no 

fied to the w ofld, rhe was naturally e 

which 4 as it Was of rd by HE 
abſtinence," "it c 5 AN wuncotinon! 

briſkneſs oY FN 5 in His temper,” and“ 
made N Watte nd reſolute]; con- 

tinue an 10 Akin 
Gop and ntere LON Were 
Ghee d. i 1 4 2 eas of the 


40 he ſtre gu 1 both by His 7% 
d ring, 110 t the” attempts o the gen 
Alec, 00 He 317 7s, on A 'one ide, and” 

retics on the che. Wonen 


The ate bf ed 0 ffice he 
diligently alfa 1 e edu 5 
Anne prayers, pere d frequet! 


Iy, and in / Ei of the etially 
Lis 1 and ator Caf 9 ie * 
ckneſs, ed to tank this forc'd fleni 3 
nd ab 12040 fön his peop le, much worſe 
than hs Uiſeaſe itſelf :* 5 10 gf Was he 
reſtor'd"$a 4 tolerable degree o 
büt he retuth'd to the vipit wich 4 Kind or 
rejoycite iſ trlumf h dtn mong ſt hi peo Ale 1 
The regs ul 11 705 the TY) "of bled =J 
crept in by the ne glig e ob a mild and ea 
anden * he 226100 a ſharply, His Ie 
ptoofs were "ſevere 10 np attial, neither 
Kang of 8 Perles the great}, nor e 


* 


255 "the fie, 6f | 


p wy 


x11 ] 


or overlooking the .meane/t, The World he. 
deſpis d, and rejected all it's temptations of 
riches, honours, A aa e declin'd, 
all church-preferments : and when the great, 
Ken Bisher of Conſtantinaple, was, 

Force upon him, he did, not take A penny, 
of the large revenues. pf that church t9 his, 
own ufe, 2 — than what barely ſerv'd him, 
whe b.st | ITT SIFACZIZEDAD ür Shun 
in his frugal way of life His great 44 
rity was equal, if not, ſyperiour,. to his 
at her. Virtues, His own paternal inheritance, 
which, was very canſiderable, he parted with 
in bis younger days. to the ufe of the poor, 
and the neceſſities of the church of Antiocb 5. 
and when advanc'd to the ſee of Conſtantino- 


Ple, be took an oract account of it's great 
revennes, ande the expenſes of his family ; 
and whatever goßld be ſpar d from charges 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſet apart for pious 
atd charitable uſes, founding and endowing 
a-large hoſpital, which he furniſhed with all 
Raw la officers and attendents, and provir, 
ded. with all proper accommodations. The 
rich he ſo excited to mercy and  liberality, 
and was ſo. powerful an advogate for the 
poor, that he was commonly called, Jon: 
the almoner.” His humility. was exemplary 
in the midit of all the virtues and graces at 
bis mind, and the honours and dignities 
which he enjoy d: and as he Was a per- 


feſt enemy to all yngecefiary pomp and vo- 
| x I nity, 


L xi 1 
nity, ſo was he to the very appearance of 

fattery and applauſe; for when the people 
received his eloquent ſermons with fours 
and. acclamations, las they very often did, 
from the humour of that and foregoing 
ages) he, endeayour'd to top them, by del 
ling them with a ſtern, ſevere Took, ** That 
this was turning the church into a Biz 
« That he utterly diflik'd ſuch'commenda- 
tons,” ad e. thar the beſt. praite they 
could give bit, we t6 4 as, he tight 
them; and not to applaud his ſermons, but 


* 
* 


to pradtice them. 5 1 
5 Nita Pad enrich'd him with very great 
abilities and endowments ; a clear and quick 
apprehenfion, acute and ſolid reafoning, 
ready invention, and all theſe happily at- 
tended with a volubility and eaſe of, expreſ- 
ſion: his extempore orations ate ſuffici-nt 
roofs of this. He ſtudyed divinity under 
ELETIUS biſhop of Antioch, and Eusg- 
Blius and DiopoRUs, who goverti'd the 
monaſteries in thoſe parts, and were pot 
afterwardsz, biſhops. He apply d himfelf 
with great attention and diligence to gead 
and underſtand the holy Jcriptures, Which 
he, afterwards, ſo excellently explaif'd .at 
large; and was particularly fond of St. 
Paul's epiſtles, which he ſeldoni* laid out 
of his hands; and indeed there feetſis tb be 
by his writings a moſt ſtrong likeneſs of ge- 


nius 


Ir Ax, ]: 


23 


Feen Wd on 
| Aructing others: à province which he wa- 


th that temper; and 

. 4. 4 „et 1 688 
that in the Whole train of the: 
þ a ri | ; F * 4+ _ non il; 
ther and writers of the ,chu 7 ORE ex 
2p FF is 


Ii 

nded eafi] 
\ ö N tidy 45-0 4 > Shoe 1 
becauſe naturally, and in, their PR, 


ſenſe an happy talent, almoſt peculiar 
himſelf : the chief taſte (or rather fol 


: 


Far- fetebd expoſitions, which Were "never 
intended, and when , found out, .fery f to 

220 Bake 7 & 6-—þ 4 ode SAKS TEL SN Wis ft, 97 FF! 
very little or no purpole at all ;--in,all his 
expoſitory Homilies, be takes tlie plain Jenſe 
that naturally offers itſelf ; hich he opens 
and illuſtrates with ſome hort and pithy 
remarks, and then concludes with ſome ge- 
neral exhortation 'of great advantage to his 
audience. He reprov'd' vice with preat In- 
partiality and ſeverity, and yet con vey'd 5 
reproofs with that ſweetneſs and tenderneſs, 
and thoſe foft infinuations, that they eafily 
made their way into the minds of his bear- 
ers and even the moſt obſtinate offenders 
could not but kiſs the hand which ches 
| COTE e e e een 


= 


l 
L K 1 


them "is diſcoartes” At once adrniniftring 


both, 570% and . 
Though he was maſter of a I deal of 
2 learning; yet, he made no ſhew or 


| Wn it; and it adds not a little to tlie 


ame of his great Teatning, that he form'd 


ſo get excellent men, 0 were His ſehg- 


lars 
both f 5 the contemplative and practical part 


afterwards biſhops, 3 men, famous 
of chris zanity 1.-- The vein of oratory, which 
ran thro him in the. ſchool of his. great ma- 
ſter, LisAuius, diffus d itſelf into the 


church : where he employ'd it to the uſe of 
the preſent, and the admiration of all future 
ages his ſtyle is clear, chaſte, eaſy, and 
elegant: his coriceptions flow in. the moſt 
apt, Familiar, .andcaſ\ expreſſions, though 


whenever his argument requir'd it, or leiſure 


permitted, he . could ſhew a finer diſplay of 


eloquence ; witneſs his. elaborate compoſi- 
tions while he was at Antioch, where he 
enjoy'd. caſe, and more calm and retir'd 
thoughts, than he did afterwards. His ex- 
planations of ſcripture, and of the rites 
of the venerable facraments, his moral diſ- 
courſes and exhortations, and his panegy- 
rics in celebration of the memory of the ho- 
ly martyrs and fathers, are admirable ! and 
It is this which has endear'd him to #ho/e 
ages, and has ſince render'd him venerable 


to all 1 ſucceeding ones | a 


Hie 


— — — K —— — — . . 
q e : 
* a No 
- 


by 4:m/elf, or dictated by him to his Amany- 
_ enſes, are as numerous as they are excel- 
lent: and "notwithſtanding the injuries of 
time, which has robb'd us of many others, 
tings, than any two of the Greek fathers 
| put together! beſides, there are ſeveral vd- 
lumes of very doubtful authority, and eve- 
ral more ſuppoſititious, - and conſequently 
falſely aſcrib'd to him. GIG 


ſiſted with the plan of his deſign ; he has 


rais'd up (ſuch is the fate of many good and 
holy men! Gop's providence being fo 
pleas'd to permit theſe things) many great 
depos d from bis biſhoprick, but alſo moſt 
often his life in great jeopardy ! Howerer, 


happen'd at a place called Comand in Cappa- 


docia, his memory ih the mean time having 


{ avi 4} 


His books and diſcourſes, whether penn'd 


Thus has the Tranſlator endeavour'd to 
lay before his readers, for their amuſement 
and edification, the moſt material paſſages 
of this great prelate's life, that beſt con- 


only juſt to obſerve to them, That the 
fame and excellency of his % and writings 


and powerful adverſaries againſt him!“ for 
he was not only, for ſome confiderable time, 


ſadly harraſſed about, perſecuted, and very 
about thirty years after his death, which 
been held in great eſteem, by an anniverſary 
day kept in honour of it; PRxocrus, Ms 


. 


of vi 


facceſſor in the ſee of Conſtantinople, pro- 
nounc'd a panegyric upon him, which fo 
affected and inflam'd his audience, that they 
beſought him forthwith to intercede with 
the emperor, that St. CHRYSOSTOM“'e re- 
mains might be brought home (i. e. to Con- 
ftantinople) with ſuch a funeral pomp and 
ſolemnity as was ſuitable to the merits of fo 
great a perſon !-- Sa 
 Theodofius the younger was then emperor : 


a prince of incomparable ſweetneſs and 


. piety, to whom CnRYSOSTOM was god-fa- 
ther, and with that argument, among others, 
PRocLUs urg'd him: the petition was ſoon 
granted; and perſons of gua/ity were ſent by 
the emperor to, Comana, who took up the 
coffin, which they carry'd to the ſea- ſide, 
where the. emperor's gally was ready to re- 
ceive it, attended with ſuch a number of 
veſſels and boats, that the ſea ſeem'd to 
be cover'd with them ! when 'the gally ar- 
rived at the city of Conſtantinople, they firſt 
plac'd the coffin in the church of St. Tho- 
mas, afterwards remov'd it to that of St. 
Eirene, from whence being attended with 
vaſt crowds of people, and all poſſible de- 
monſtrations of pomp and honour, it was, 
in the emperor's own chariot, carried to the 
place deſign d for it's repoſe, ©* the church of 
the apo/tles.” Here the good emperor, (ac- 
companied by his ſiſters, women of exem- 


plary piety and devotion ) came to the 
| 0 coffin, 
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coffin, in which were St. CHR YSOS TO 
remains, and covering it with his vnpertal 
eHloak, bow'd down in veneratiof of it, and 

eavily lamented the wrotigs which had been 
done to the good and holy tran ! the divine 
offices being completed, they proceeded #6 
his interntent at the foot of the vommunibm. 
table, the biſhops, who were preſent, help. 
ing the coffin into the grave with their ow 
hands. This ceremon was perform d on 
January the ed. A. B. 449, and was, fc 
ſeveral ages after, kept ſatred to Bie — 
moty! 
Thus, after alf the envy. thi maler 
of men againſt bim; Gob brouglit forth 
his rightebuſneſs as the light, and bis jugg. 
ment : as the nooni-day ;” attd fhew'd, 4 that 
however 3 and perſecuted for a 
while,” « the tmemoty of TH Jos? 
ſhall be ck, and his nate thalt be had ih 


everlaſting remembrance LS 
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HE Tranſlator, ſuppoſing that ſome 
1 account of St. CuRY$0ST.0M might 
be agreeable to his readers, has, accordingly, 
prefixed a ſhort extract of his life, ſelected 
from Dr. Cave's well-known bock of the 
lives of the apaftles and primitive fathers, 
conſiſting of ſuch particulars as he judg d to 
be maſt entertaining as well as edifying.--- 
He thinks it proper to inform his learned 
readers (if this ranſlat ion of his thould chance 
to fall into their hands) that it is collected 
from Four of his ſermons on Chri/tmas-Day, 
in the 5th-and 7th volumes of his works in 
c 2 folio, 


** 1 
folio, the beſt edition of which, is the fas» 
mous Paris one, by father Bernard Montfau- 
en, the great antiquary.---How far his 
- tranſlation anſwers to the original, is ſub- 
mitted to their ſuperiour judgment ! he.can 
only aſſure his Engh/h readers that it is faith- 
fully and honeſtly 7ran/lated /-obſerving at 
the ſame time, by way of caution, that all 
thoſe words which they meet with in the 
ſermon included in hooks as thus [ ] are not 
in the Greef, but only added by him, by 
way of explanation, to make the ſermon the 
more eaſily underſtood by them. He would 
only obſerve one thing more, which is, that 
| if they will read it with as much pleaſure 
1 and ſatisfaction as he had in rranſlating it, 
3 they will think neither their money or time 
A- beſtow'd upon it; but if they would 
not only underſtand, but al ſo enjoy the beau- 
ties of it, they muſt read it more than once 
| or rice, and he will anſwer for it; that 
| Þ the oftener it is read, the more it will be 
4 | — admired ! for like the hand of a great maſter 
| - painting or poetry, it firſt aſtoniſhes and 
ſurprizes, and then charms and delights 
you ! and therefore, whoever has the leaſt 
| preten- 
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pretenſions to taſte, and, much more, any 
yeneration or reſpect at all for that moſt /a- 
cred and bleſſed NAME, by whoſe merits 
and mediation he hopes one day to be ſaved, 
will glory and rejoice to have in his poſ- 
ſeſſion a SERMON written and preach'd ſo 
ſoon after our Saviour time, when the flame 
of piety burn d up in ſuch a manner, as 
we, in theſe degenerate times, are afraid 
or aſham'd to behold ! and which, not only 
does honour to the ſchool of eloquence, but 
alſo to CHRISTIANITY ell | 
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HEN, - that. the Dmanfy- O of 
— pt 8) ways hdd: as he anger 

Gryrday: ef RY RB UESSBP Lozv's ggti- 
7 0 305 F. Wii e ages of the chry/tian 


hurc 0 objeQtion to it, an- 
ee 3 1.922% CILINALITELALI CONS 

The Eaſtern, or Greek church of Ala, 
had it from the Veſtern, or that of Rome : 
and in the menology (or monthly account of 
tranſactions) of the Greeh church for the 
month of December, are the following mot re. 
markable words, „ EF rj e, , (ig alrs 
(pros) » xara ovexx yeryois TOY KYPIOY HMON OSEOT 
KAI £QTHPOE IHEOY XPIETOT ;” that is, “ On 
e the twenty fifth (day) of that, or the ſame 
«© (month) was the birth, according to the 

* fleſh, of ouR LoRD Gor AND SAviout 
« JESUS CHRIST.“ -And again, it has the 
th 4 fle 28 paſſage (which, by the way, is 


«2 fine Hexameter verſe) 


AN Eeborr 


« 1126/2904 Ma'put EON © 1425 tptivaro vανενetνh 


that 


xiii 


that is, © The Virgin Mary brought forth 


„ Gop (ouR SAviouR) on the /wenty-fifth 


(Day of December)-- | 

But to this it has been, of late, objected, 
« That the ſhepherds, as appears from St. 
Luke, chap, 11. ver. 8. could not well be in 


the fields watching their flocks by night at 


that time of the year.“ But why not, in ſo 
warm and temperate a climate as that of 
Bethlehem ? for tho' in Tah, according to 
the precepts of huſbandry (tee Virgil's 3d. 
Georgic---Columella, book vii. chap. 4. 
and Varro, book ii. chap. 2.) They kept, in 
winter, their ſheep in cotes, rather than in 


the fields ; yet they had their winter-feedings 


abroad alſo-—and as the climate of Bethle- 
hem is of Jeſs latitude than that of Rome, it 
muſt have been, therefore, ſo much the 
more temperate ; and even in our own cli- 
mate, which is much colder than ether, 


how often are ſheep, &c. abroad all night at 
that time of the year! 
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INTRODUCTION... 
ISO] 

Ing * FER Hog: for forhas confi 
derable time paſt, much moro. 
at: leiſure from the duties of 
my Profeſfion, - than was in the 


leaſt agreeable. t to me, 1 thought 1 could not 


ſpend a few. days of it ſo yell, as by pre- 
ſenting Wann the following » DISCOVRSB, 


22 Tone; NATIVITY, commonly called. 
nn ISTMAS-DAY,---I have been tranſlating 
B it 


141 


it from the Greet la guage into cure and 
have now publiſhed 22 the Preſs as well 
as the Pulpit, i in order to give you, and others, 
the better opportunity to judge of its excel- 
lency in priuate, which you could not, per- 
haps, do ſo well, by only hearing it in pub- 
lic; and, as it is not my own, original, = | 
can, with the greater pleaſure,” becauſe with- 
the greater ſafety in being free even from 
the /u ſpicion of .Yanity,: ſpeak in, its great 
praiſe ! | 
It is one of rhe „r ſermons, as to time, 
and the very firſt, as to eloguenceand oratory, 
that was ever written, preach'd, and pub- 
liſh'd im the world upon this great and ſacred 
PAY! The aurbör of: it was St. Gu Rv 
sos TOM, (whoſe-: life is prefix ꝙ to the 
ſermon) the moſt celebrated preacher i in the 
world at” that dime, which is nod almoſt 
FOUR TEEN © URI fears ago! and is 
the” aur bor alſo of that mort, but excellent, 
Prayer, at the end of bur morning "and 
evening . "op very noble, bemtifal, 
nid 6 22.247 1g 


| 
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and exalted thoughts (to a degree of rap- 


ture J) contain'd in 7his ſermon, are cb, às 
we are ſtrangers to, in theſe degenerate and 
corrupted times! and, therefore, to under- 
ſtand and enjoy them the better, I would 
earneſtly recommend them to your frequent 
and attentive peruſal, and ſerious conſidera- 
tion in private, when you are retir'd from 
the Su/ineſs and pleaſures of the world 1--- | 
Some of his thoughts, indeed, are expreſt 
in ſuch ſtrong and glowing colours, as, at 
firſt, dazzle the eyes of our underſtanding 
but when we look upon our bleſſed Lord in 
both lights, as GOD. and Man, all ' theſe 
colours are ſo mellow'd and ten d. as ſuffi- 
ciently proye the hand of a Great Maſter, 
and appear the fineſt- beauties in the picture ! 
But however, I will no longer detain you 
from the pleaſure of . this excellent and un- 
common di ſcour ſe by any further preface or 
introduction; hear it, and judge for your- 
ſelves! 1 will only juſt mention the Text 
| once mort, and t then directly e to the 


ae 


by > Ep. Tit. Chap. iii. 40 part o of the 
| | yy verſe, - 


$34 - 


And, without controverſy „ great is 


the myſtery of Godlineſs ! GOD 
Was - ed i in the e = 


4 


H E Patriarchs of old travail'd in 
pain, [i. e. in ſearch after this won- 
derkul myſtery] the Prophets pn of [it] 
before, and the 7½ eatneftly defir'd to fee 
lit i] Theſe things are nom come to paſs: 
and ti day hath obtain'd the end. GOD 
is both ſeen on earth through the ffeſb, and 
is converſant with men let us, therefore, 
my beloved, rezaice, and be excceding glad | 
for if Fabn, * while he was yet in his mo- 
ther's womb,. leap'd for joy, when Mary 
came to Ezabeth,”! [as St. Luke telle us] 
how. much more ou we, Who have ſeen, 
not Mary, but DT Ba robs himſel, 5 born 
; we) 


as on this day, ce to RE FE joy, and be ex- 
ceeding glad!“ to marvel, and be / 2: .at 
every ſenſe of the ſoyereign greatneſs of, this 
diſpenſation for conſider how. great a thing 
» was, [as at firſt], to ſee the ſun deſcend: 
ing from the heayens, abiding upon the 
earth, and (ending from hence 1ts rays upon 
all! Now, if at the ſenſe of this lumipary, 
| has happen'd ſo to ſtrike all who Save ſeen 
: let me conſider now and think, how 
_ a thing it is to ſee ** the Sun of Rigbte- 
puſneſs” of our awn fleſh, ſending. his rays, 
and enlightening our ſouls! | 

This, of all feſtivals, is become general | 
with us, and hath fill'd the world with glad» 
neſs! This feaſt is the ſummit of all —_ 
things ! the fountain and root of good things 
among us! by which, heaven is open'd | 
the Spirit is ſent. down ! the partition-wall 
is taken away ! the hedge is broken down ! 
things at variance are united ! the darknefi 
is extinguiſh'd ! the /[;ght bath ſhin'd ! hea» 
ven hath receiv'd that nature which was from 
earth ! earth HIM *© that fitteth upon the 
cherubims !” the bond ate become free I ene- 
mies, Sons! and frangers, HEIRS! by it, 
enyious age and a long war js difloly'd ; and 
peace, which, of old, has been fo.much de- 
ſir d both by angels and juſt men, is ag 

came among us! Thus Paul ſaying, cries 
out (Eph. ii. 14.) ** Chriſt is qur peace, wha - 
Ns We both of one, and hath 45950 
own 


6 3] 

down the middle wall of partition, even the 
enmity in his fleſh” ! by it, the converfion of 
the croſs ſtands celebrated and remarkable: 
as alſo the ſpoils of Cxx1sT our King, the 
fitſt-fruits of nenn £2.10 2999708 

What then has ever been made equal to 
this feſtival ? GOD on earth! Man in hea- 
ven ! angels rejoice together with men”! men 
communicate with angels and other powers 
on high ! devils flee away! death is dil- 
ſolv'd ! paradiſe is open d! the curſe is va» 
niſh'd ! /in is put at a diſtance ! error is dri- 
ven away ! truth is return'd ! and nature, by 
which the cherubims kept paradiſe, is this day 
united to GOD] Be not oppreſs'd; there- 
fore, [my brethren I] with doubt, hearing 
of theſe things ! for it is a thing full of aſto- 
niſhment, and beyond hope and all expecta- 
tion, that GOD ſhould become . 
When the ſpring ſhines forth after the 
dreary winter, then does the earth put forth 
the green herb; the trees are made beautiful 
by their flower- bearing branches; the air, 
enlighten'd by the ſun, is made glad, and 
the whole feather'd choir flying above in the 
air, makes it reſound with their melodious 
voices ! then do the cowherds and ſhepherds 
dwelling in the mountains, and coming forth 
from their cots, correct their looks by the 
beauty of the air; and by the harmony of 
their various - ſounding pipes rival the chaunt- 
ings of the ſweet · voic'd birds; and glad- 
dening 
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dening the ſcnſes of the Shs ſheep, draw 
forth ihe lambs upon the graſs with wr and 
gentle, motion $ | then alſo, does the huſband - 
man, who had ſharpen'd his pruning-hook 
in his cottage. by the r rock, go forth into the 
vineyatd to prune the, unftuitful branch 5 
me vine! then alſo, t the failors who love 
Pp behglding the ea, leaye the ee 
truſjing their lives to the ſhip, water, 
a8 Wind, ayailing t themſelves of t 6 winds 
of the Ea, ſcud ud away; Without fear | and, in 
00 (tha * may not be tedious) every 
profe lion and, occupation deſigned among 
men for the fevice, © 155 Je the ſerenity of 
the air (hining upon t. has a free: motibn 
Winks 8 107 om its wok 512 
Come then, To brethren] 5] ad, Lace o our. 
bed ven My. R is tiſen upon us from the, 
11 Wornd, and hath diſpe 9 & the cold 
id Rory clouds. of; the 2 and he 
awaken'\ d the ſleepy hearts of nem by his 
vine, rays from the fruit of ignorance . unto, 
heavenly and bleſſed glory, let vs ſharpen aur 
W ut the Hirth of CHRIS 
ſtops the courſe of my tongue, and, attracts 
the. glittering Divinity; to itſelf ! for when IL 
bring to my ght the Babe born. of the 2 2 
gin, and the Virgin conceiving without Man 
and, efter her delivery, till being a Yicgio, 1 
am much perplex d at the work! and not 
findir ing the manner of 1 it, I ſeal 1 it with * 
. 6 "BY - e Or 
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Tor bow? Is it not ah, wonderful, and 
rpafſing al underſtanding, , that 4 virgin 
hold bring forth, und de and a virgin; af- 
fer. gelte b r wer 
Bchold, therefore, à viſible atid II 
nyſtety! comp reticn bit and icompreben- 
Ne ber hay be er, aid yet ot found! 
for who hath 205 ſeen ah appretients both 
the Cu and Mather? and yet,  Whoeyet 
fees the Pirgin Mother, und the Babe, 2 
dert of the 7¹ in, fASg&th' 3 1 yſtety Mück 
a e 05 truly 41 e = hea- 
yehly' an eatthly! "ken and Jet, oth "Rob 


"PP ear H fe or fo 1 we err, who Fe 
born-7h77 day! 
ture, and ani, as to his human 1 vilit 
4 to mph 35 ae, ds to the irit 7 
ble, as 1 che body, incom 1 
dent ble as to 88 pot Cynts 4 inder 
being O, is * oWerful! 0 Vie 
ther, "of che vir 357 0 koly 95 
of the wnihharry 4. wo A5 0 Buſh t * 13 0 
Mpſes fad fs: in the Mount, aud 
not butnt bp O fone! which Bau flo 
lewn but of che 1 without” the hang 
of man 98 fall 6yr} lovers 15 cori 
fity ? iet Ben tel it 05 il a 0 1 7 „ 
our man, 1 forth 4 bebe, 1 147 "uf 
brought fo Was Wye t] Uncorruphes 


if the lug is unſlarchdb/s, fine the bir ö 
was of. the Spirit. how much more (6 115 E 


unſpeakable birth by the Father of the W ord, 
i. e.. 
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I. e, OUR- SAVIOUR. but leaving all vain 
reaſonings, let US, Hh: 798 recourſe, 5 61-4 drvine 
preachers & 
- © Now. as 1 e » lays When E- 
sus Cnxis r. e j {en of Ju- 
dæa, in the day vat ' Hera th he K * * he 
Evangeliſt [her en | parte ir points 
out both t lace an e tha | 3 #4 who 
believeth wot. the birth of QUR "Pe A. ac- 
cording to the feſt, having enquir'd the 
lace. and time; might find it truly a fact: 
or by conſulting the hi orians of the rei 
of Herad, he wall fin the time ; and the 
place, by i 70 Ge diication, at Bethlebem. For 
„in og gy CONCerns, conſuls 5 are deſcribed, 
months. Lunge d,. days declar'd, and cities 
mark d out for the exactneſs of thing 8 
tion d: how much mare ought. the 8 
late and Fine, when the ſalvation of the 
pb! le world is brou ht forth, to be aſcer- 
1255 d. to. poſterity 1. Thus Matthew declares 
the birth of CurrsT according to the Hab 
Luke alſo, for the exactneſs of the eins, 
adds, © a taxation that was then ia made; 
for thus he ſays: In the 41ſt. year under 
Auguſtus. Ce/e ar, a decree: went out from 
him, that all the world, [i. e, the Romar 
empire] ould be taxd *< And Foſep! 
went. up from Galilee into Judæa, unto a 
city of David, which is call'd Bethlehem, 
(becauſe he was of the houſe and lineage of 


Lind to be tax'd with Mary his eſpouſed 
| C wife, 
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wife being great with child. : Now Luke 
[yo ſee hete again] ſignifſes "the firſt taxa- 
tion that was made: exactly deſcribing alſo 


the imb, and bringing the Fi obſcure 
myſtery to light! or e ſays, © that he Was 


made man at this T9] and great taxation,” 
'For oi 
ſhort, was made GOD : : the devil caſt out, 


en CEnRTSsT was born, and fleſh, Ih 


"and. death diſſolv'd, it became the ſouls of 


the J, and the names of the Faithful to be 


enrolPd- in the 'books of Heaven. Cæſar 
reigning below, and THE FATHER prefi- 
ding above with the angels] wherefore the 


Lord thus preaching the goſpel ¶ Lutte s]: to 


his diſciples, ſaid, Nase not becauſe 
the 470 are ſubject unto you: but, reſoice 
that, your names are written in heaven; 8 

Now [as St, Matthew ſays, again] When 
Ixsus was born at Bethlehem of Ju Ech in 
the days of Herod, behold?! wiſe men came 
from the Eaft, faying, " Where i is be that 
Is born king of the Fews,” for we have ſeen 
his „ar in the © Eaſt, and are come to wor- 
ſhip Him.” Aſtoniſhing ! I am overcome 
with wonders ! I am loſt in contemplations! 
and my tongue is at a loſs what to py fir 
or what to omit. If I conſider his birth, 1 


am ſtruck with amazement | that befare 
« the Child of- nature” ſhould come forth, 
wonders are perform'd ! for is'it not a very 
great wonder, that a virgin, after ſhe has 


Brought forth, ſhould remain a virgin? _ 
that 


"6, 28& I 


that the filence of - heaven ſhould ſpeak by a 
Aar to thoſe who thirſted to ſee Him that 
was born? It ſendeth a „lar as an attendent, 
and points out the Babe who was fo earneſtly 
deſir d! Thus [you ſee] Marthero mentions 
the w/e men who came from the Eaft ; and 
Luke, the angel: for he ſays, “ And there 
were ſhepherds abiding in the fields, and 
keeping watch oyer their flock by night: 

and the angel of the Lord appear d unto 
them, and the glory of the Lord ſhin'd 
round about them, and they were ſore 
afraid! and the angel ſaid unto them, fear 
not! for behold, I bring you tidings of 
great Joy, which ſball be to all people: for 
there is born to us, this day, in the city of 
David, Cuk Is r the Lord ! and there was 
ſuddenly with the angel, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt praifing G O D and ſaying : 

glory be to GOD in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good- will towards men”. [Thus] 
CHRIST is born! earthly things are join'd 
with heavenly ! angels rejoice with men ! 
ſhepherds abide in the fields, and wiſe men 
worſhip ! heaven carryeth her lamp, and 
the earth beareth her pretious fruit to the 
manger | Then was fulfilled that which was 
written of the earth, namely, Truth is 
ſprung out of the earth“! For it is truly 
CHRIST who ſaitb, Tam the Way and 
the Tryth”---of the earth, i. e. of the vir- 


gin, be hath ſprung according to the Zeb; 
C 2 but 


1 1 

but T am inquiſitive “ whence did the wif 
men, who were taught concerning the „ar, 
oſe it as a guide towards the finding out the 
Child after whom they fought ?” for it was 
not, as ſome have fancy'd, ſaying, it was a 
planet, or wandering flar, and fo the wiſe 
men could not ſeek out the true Child: 
for if it was a planet, how could it truly 
Fo out CnRisT ? for when it came to 
im, it ſtopped its courſe ;' and how did the 
wiſe men, if they had not truly departed, 
bring ſuch great offerings to Him of their 
domeſtic labours, ſignifying his divinity and 
humanity, and fulfilling that prophecy ſin 
the pſalms] © He? ſhall tive, and unte Him 
ſhall be given of the gold of Arabia” ! nei- 
ther again, as fabulous writers ſay, '** that 
it was a far which riſeth at every man's 
birth” : nay, it was not even a far, buta 
certain incomprehenſible power, form'd for 
this very ſight !. and this is plain--for 1ſt. 
We ſee the ſun, moon, and ſtars retiring 
from eaſt to weſt : but this was carry'd from 
north to ſouth : for ſo does Paleſtine lie to- 
wards Per/fia---2dly. That it appeared not in 
the night, but at mid-day, the ſun ſhining ! 
---3dly. [and laſtly] From its appearing and 
diſappearing : for it appeared as far as Pale- 
line, leading the wiſe men--for when they 
went up to Teruſalem, it diſappear d: then 
again z appeared, after they came out from 
e 
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Herod : therefore it was no particatar ſtar, 
but a certain Power [beyond] reaſon ! 

But we ought to attend to he ſerrptures, 
and confider it's myſteries ; for there was 2 
certain prophet, - Balaum, whom when the 
king of the Moabiter had ſent for to curſe 
Iael going out of the land of Egyßt upon. 
his drawing near to the camp of Mrael, and. 
had gone up to the top of the mountain, - he 
ſav / T/rael ſcattered abroad, and having taken 
up his parable and prophecied, faid, © a 
Har, ſhall. ariſe out of Jacob, and a nan 
ſhall Ze rais'd up from 1/-ae!, and be ſhall 
deſtroy the princes of Moab, and lead away 
captive the children of Ammon !” theſe wiſe 
men,. therefore, ariſing from the family of 
Baluam the prophet, having followed his 
accounts and prophecies, and having under- 
ſtood, “that when a far ſhall ariſe, a mar 
alſo ſhall be raiſed up, namely, 1e King 
of the Feus, who not only ſhould deſtro 
the. princes of Moab, but alſo beat as ſmall 
as the duſt, and grind to powder all the. 
kingdoms of the devil according ro Daniel, 
they obſerved the time; and when they had 
ſeen a ffrange lar that had aroſe among 
others, they knew it to be Him who was 
long ago foretold: and when they had follow- 
ed it, and found Him that was born, they re- 
Joyc'd when they had found the event of thoſe 
things which had beenprophecy'd long before. 

But do thou, O diſciple [of CuRISsT] at- 
tend to me: [while I tell you] that the 

wiſe 
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wie men were types of the gentiles, or bea- 


thens, who. had been converted from the 


error of ungodlineſs : [and tho'] not led by 


a perfect light, yet they were led fo far by 
the ſplendour of John's light, as by a far, 
to CHRIST, who was brought N in the 


feſh ;-->-for let me confider,----that the 
Aar came as far as the child, and [then] 


ſtopped its courſe ;---for John alſo, by his 
preaching, having ſhin'd like a „ar, and ſet 
forth CuR1sT, ſaying, ** behold zhe lamb of 


60D! Who taketh away the ſin of the 


world!“ ſtopped 47s courſe, ſaying [again] 
« be muſt zncreaſe, but I muſt decreaſe !”-- 
and when the w/e men came, ſays the 
evangeliſt, they found the child and his 
mother, and fell down and worſhipped him!“ 
hence, it becomes thoſe, who, from an 
heathen life, come to CHRIST, firſt to fall 
from the heighth of their ungodlineſs, and 
fo, as it were, raiſed from the earth, to con- 
feſs the birth of CarisT according to the 


Feſh, and then, by turns, to lift up their 


eyes towards his divinity I- and when 


they had opened their treaſures (according 
to St. Matthew) they preſented to Him 
gifts---gold, frankincenſe and myrrh ;"--= 
geld, as to a king,---frankincenſe, as unto 

GOD,---myrrh as to one who ſuffer'd. for 
us! and CHRIST received the gifts; nat as 
tho He needed them, but to help thoſe" 
that brought them : for He received the 


ba gold, 


— \ 4 
* 


E 
C 3-4 
gold, to turn them Nn the tos of mone' 


he received the fran kincenſe, to keep t 
from idolatry, Ys, Zo be received the 24s 4 


to purge their dead eſs of ſoul L and, F it 
is necẽſſary to ſee ary, other myſtery, let us 
Jearn it dili gently ! [as thus]--they bring 
gold, and "frankincen E, and myrrh. to Him 
that was brought forth, becauſe it was writ- 
ten of. Him, (St. Paul. 9 epiſt. to the Phi- 


7 ppidut) t to Him every knee ſhall bow, 
both of things in heaven, and of things 5 


earth, and of things unden the earth? 
which offerings they prefigur d what was to 
come ; for by the gold, they ſignified - the 
thankſpi iving of the heavenly angels ;--- Y 
the anke he, the falling on the knee of 
earthly menz---by the myrrh, the prayer 
for the ſouls that were detain'd in Bell, [or 
the grave ;] becauſe it was neceſſary for him 
who came. e e to be poſſeſs d of 
hre virtues the divinity, which the 
apoſtle calls (epiſt. to the Corrinthians) faith, 
Lope, [and] charity and when they had 
open'd the hatred of the heart, they of- 
fered /aith, as ſhining gold ,---bope, as > frank- 
incenſe, of a ſweet oP 

as myrrh, binding together the members of 
the church. And when they (i. e, % 
and Mary, ] were warn'd of GOD in a 
dream that they ſhould no? return to Herod, 
they departed into their own co by 
another way.” In like manner] a 
| oſe 


our,---[and]. charity, 
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12 the chriſtian ay] 1 am] not [able to] 
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thoſe who Sg once become, converts. to | 
e not to depart by the footſteps of 
neodlineſs ; 5 but Fee exercisd .a pure 
FR and practice, [anc ah yiog hid rom the 
peur that flew man, to return to the in- 


Ui 4 The Sun of 1 ri Sbteoulhels Bas 7515 day 
and reveal'd Him that was before tis 
0 T have been redeemed from darkneſs, 


forth to me, "tho' I vaniſh. away with fear! 
re 25 at the birth though I am trqubled 
| manner [of ie]! IT ſee a zem fountain 
ane before [nie], and an old Wound 
"of man]! appearing t I ce a babe 
tg” «forth, An . Reavep inclining to the 
Bin ion of Him! a parent WITHOUT an 
5 md! and a fon. . Fer. a. father! 
12 Fee brought, fort I ra 86 crea- 
1'ab ant wrapt in 1wa ge C loaths, 
yet bearing e iy ab bout bim) 
a mang er form” into an Bed venly 1 
aud . reſembling A repre@tarpn 
cherubims 7 A. Iuminar Fi ning 18 75 
racle eaking 1 angel P90 80 5 
hand f and ſhep »berds prophec ing! iſe 
men ſpeaking of 'divine thing F 0. 175 
fighting againſt 601 Herod falling / and 
death | DIR Alam freed ! "Eng reſoi- 
cing and the /erpent mourning ! capie 


delivera ! and tyrants in puniſhment 2 4 
abe 


babe abounding with milk !. carry'd about ," 38 
with hands, and yet bearing her that bear- "2M 
eth ! the creation acknowledg'd ! and aa. 1 
ture terrified l-? FF - 2M 

Wherefore I alſo am in an ecſtaſy at the . 
miracle, trembling at the myſtery ! [but] I rom, 
will be bald thro [the angel] Gabriel, and "= _ 
drive away my fear.---The words which [he .. 4 
Hons) unto Mary, interpreting wonders !-- 
or [thus] he ſays, ** hail zhou that art high- 
ly favoured” ! © the ungatber' d field of an 


eavently ear of corn!” the real virgin - oh 
mother of the rye vine !“ the ſafe net of . +=: +, nhl 
the immutable Godhead !”'+- hail thou that art —__ 
highly favoured !“ „the ſpacious dwelling "a 
of an immenſe nature !” „ O bride of 4 {> 4G 


widow'd world!“ O birth andefiled === ðĩ?])0 
* a crown woven without hands in a [well "$228 
form'd creation!“ - the holy. habitation 
fire “--= hail Zhou that art highly favour- 
ed !” the return again of a world from ba- 
niſhment !“ © the inexhauſtible treaſury of 
a famiſh'd creation!“ ** ;hou that beareſt 
the trimm'd lamp of many virtues !” * the 
unextinguiſh'd and more ſplendid light of the 
ſun !”--* hail, &c. !” „the bait of the hook 
that is perceiv d [only] by the mind!“ O 
intelligible arꝶ of glory!“ * the golden pu 
having the Heavenly manna I” thou that 
filleſt the thirſty with the ſweet drink of an 
everlaſting fountain !“ „the ſea, that Kath 
the Heavenly pearl, CHRIST I-“ hail, Is 
0 | Achat 
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&* that hath within herſelf Gop whom the 
heavens cannot contain!“ * the cloud, like 
a pillar, that hath Gop who led ael 
thro” the wilderneſs !” 3 
And what ſhall I [more] ſay, or what 
ſhall I ſpeak ? how do I felicitate the glory | 
which contain'd the whole root! for [in- 
deed] without Gop alone, thou art far above 
all [women] ! © and ſhe was troubled at the 
ſpeech” [of the angel] ſaying within her- 
ſelf, ©* what manner of ſalutation ſhould 
this be?“ or, © who is he that ſaluteth 
me?“ © heoutſhines the ſun, and yet diſ- 
courſeth with clay! I know not what I ſhall 
fay at this aweful viſion ! [for] if I under- 
ſtand not Him who is ſent, how ſhall I know 
[then] him who ſends /. if he who declares 
[this thing] is [thus] tremendous, . how 
much more ſo is he that is declaared ! if his 
ſhining zbus dazzles my underſtanding, with 
what ſort of body ſhall I hide the ſun of 
righteouſneſs !” if the thing created [thus] 
diſturbs me, bow ſhall I bear THE CREA- 
ToR [himſelf]! if I am [thus] terrified at 
the ſervant, how ſhall 7 bring forth, the 
maſter !” ts 
And the angel ſaid unto her, “ fear not, 
Mary !” © thou doſt not ſupplant [mankind] 
as Eve [did]-- by her [came] death, but 
by thee, life immortal !---by her the fruit 
O 


ing, but by thee, fruit which giveth 
lite! by ber, a ſeparation of GOD from 
75 men, 


CW 1 

wen, but by thee, an inexplicable connec- 
tion between | GOD. and man /--+by her, a 
dark ſleep of the grave---but by, thee,” x 
ſhining light of the. world !---by Her, "a 
curſe---but by thee, a bleſſing l- by Her, 
tears,---but by bee, rivers of living water! 
--- by ber, fatigues, but by thee, reſt l- 
by her, brotherly hatred,---but by thee,” a 
general love of mankind !---by her, a de- 
luge, but by thee, a laver of immortality! 
---by her murders, but by thee, regenera- 
tion l by Her, ſlaughters of animals, 


but by thee, a raiſing of the dead !---by her; 


the twelve tribes  hated,---but by thee, the 


twelve apoſtles united together by love [=== 
by ber, a fall,---but by thee, a reſurrec- 
tion EY | - | 5 7 * | = "A $24 | 1, \* a 
Fear not, Mary for thou haſt found 
favour with Gop : and behold ! thou ſhalt 
conceive in thy womb,” Him, [who is both] 
in THE FATHER and in the „eb!“ and 
thou. ſhalt bring forth a ſon” older tha 

Adam ! boy even than] ye l- higher tha 

heaven! far above the cherubims ! a but]- 
der of the worlds! co-eternal with THE 
FATHER and THE HOLY], SPIRIT ! of 
whom are all things!“ “ and the days 
were . accompliſhed (as St. Matthew ſays) 
that ſhe ſhould bring forth; and ſhe brought 
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forth her firſt⸗ born ſon,” whom man never 
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* Now when CHRIST, (as St. Martbew 
ſays again) was born in Berblehem of Fudea, 
behold ! | wiſe men came from the eaf to 
eruſalem, ſaying, '** where is He that is 
orn #ing of the Jews?” „where is He 
that was not ſown, and yet Born? who ſent 
; bis far before Him] where is He, that by 
a foreign ray dre us to an unknown light! 
who with an unmeaſurable hand encompaſſed 
the world with a wall ! who appeareth 
where, and yet is hid in the h whotath 
freed us from errot, and led [us] unto grace 
who appeared under the oak among the three 
angels! who was uf ſeen by This] Father, 
and yet detained [by his] mother ! who 
dry'd up the red fea, and watered the earth! 
who ſmote Pbaraab, and was conceal'd from 
Herod! who flew the dragon, and yet was 
laid in ſwaddling-cloaths ! whom arch-an- 
gels ſaw not, bd yet men ſee! 3 
I Wherefore my brethren !] let us glorify 
Gop, who is come in the eh for fo great a 
condeſcenſion! and, as far as we are able, 
let us return Him [all] worthy honour and 
recompenſe; let us not be ungrateful to ſour] 
benefactour, but bring to him Vat, ' hope, 
charity, temperance, alms, [and] bofpitality ! 
and as I have before exhorted you, ſo 1 do 
note, and ever ſhall, that as ye are about to 
draw near to this awfull and divine table, 
and holy ſupper of the Lord, ye do it with 


tear and trembling, with a clean conſcience, 
faſting» 
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and prayer l- let us, [I 7] draw near with 
a contrite heart, that having made our Lord 
3 Chriſt our propitiation, we may obtain 
things which are promiſed us, 
s grace and love for mankind. .. - 
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o whom with the Father and the Ha 
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; dM W 11s. K 46 15 
2 e 95x Zierde zd 2 of ins 
NE 97 gars preſents... his} moſt 
£5 gracefpli:reſpoiftpetortheinobilery, flex 
B pe pads hogeneralz-r-As very / 
muck.obliged for all former favours ſhewn . 
to Hi 5 tie publications ;---hopes,/that 15 
this ald màyſameęriuit qdeſerve their protec 
tion and encouragement ahd. if it-(boyld + 
be ſo happy, on their peruſal and conſidera- 
tion of it, as to meet with their approba- 
tion: he will prepare for the preſs this fa- 
mous FATHER's: ſermons on the other great 
days of the church, to be publiſhed pe- 
tately, þ 24 one ſhilling each. i 
N. B. Thoſe who are pleas' d to W 1 
Kita with their encouragement, to /progeed, N 
Are defired, as. ſoon as they can, With all + 
poſſible convchiedce to erin only their 
names to the three bookſellers who publiſh | 
rhit Sermon. It may be, poſſibly, ſome in- 
ducement to encourage him, by. aſſuring 
them, © that it has never yet come to 41s... 
SY knowledge, that any other 
„ , mirable FATHER's works 5 
1 into ouk language, except his: fix: 
Ss © de Sacerdatio” {ory EE concerning, 


8 Brigebood. s 
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